found possible to record the verses and songs as weli
though these might not be as melodious as cinema songs
He selected only such persons to recite and sing who
he thought, were imbued with a prayerful spirit. Gandhiji
however, wanted his speech itself to be regarded ant
listened to as an integral part of the prayer.

EXAGGERATION DEFEATS PURPOSE

In conclusion Gandhiji referred to the exaggerate*
accounts sent to him of the atrocities perpetrated ii
Ajmer and Junagadh. He had already dealt with thi
Junagadh exaggerations. It was true that there hac
been murder, loot and arson in Ajmer but the Durgai
Sharif was regarded as quite safe. No harm had beer
done to it. Exaggeration defeated its own object. The}
hurt the Muslim cause and made amity much more
difficult than it was.

Ill

SPIRITUAL FOOD
In his post-prayer address on the New Year's day
Gandhiji expressed pleasure at the large size of th<
gathering, but regretted that seven minutes had to b<
lost in making seating arrangements for women. Ever
one minute lost by a meeting meant so many minute;
lost to the nation. Men should learn to give place tc
women and a community or country in which womer
were not honoured could not be considered civilized
Having attained independence, all of us should fron
now on behave as citizens of a free and proud country
Gandhiji hoped that the gathering would be even large]